Pocket =1

THE SOURCE } %%

Pick Your Best

Stand Setup
e Lay a Perfect
‘Best Days N Scent Trap
To Be | ' »Make the Shot
S Every Time
On Stand | e
Time The Rut With | PestPucii
Your Trail-Cam Pics .\ | "Find Your Deer
A After the Shot

You Stink! 30,-.Jiecond ‘L Ui '

T

3 "."._;‘_ i
i ]

e | ERAT b : e 3420-5¢30 13 Joo¥arws qTo
- B~ i - 7 P 244 X08 D4

WAVSATA 30NMNOAN3d SNOTLTquy) — 99 US.

PSITT0 TToH WoL “ 1
[ ]

Iysuent erney

P I JO ST Tdwoy

I " ]_;.-ﬁ P??f !.,:.;l' ST Gﬂh**Uiﬂ&‘*!-’ﬁ’*!*ik*!*ﬁ!,‘!ml!!m***
1l efrega *fhfnf“’dlwtH*H’H'hfﬁfd“!ﬂfh

by L B

1
FECOM. 1 -
¢

2

.

e\



_
Straight English Stock is made of
Turkish walnut and features hand-
cut checkering and a hand-rubbed,
oil finish. Carved teardrops above
the triggers add a handsome touch
to the stock.

GUN TEST

L.L. Bean Double L

A "new” double with a long pedigree BY JOHN B. SNOw

THE LOVELY SHOTGUNS made by the Spanish firm AYA (short for the tongue-
bending Aguirre and Aranzabal) are hardly a secret. Shooters who weren’t
born to riches equal to their tastes have long known that Spanish doubles
offer some of the best values out there. For a fraction of what you’ll pay
elsewhere in Europe or the UK., you can order a gun built to your speci-
fications that gives little or nothing away in terms of quality.

Nice Touches

While the Double L is technically a
standard, non-custom shotgun, its

boxlock action coupled with subtle
little touches, like a case-hardened
action with light scroll engraving
and simple gold inlay work, lends a
feeling of class.

The screws [or pins, as the Brits
like to call them) are timed so the
slots all point in the same direction,
another high-guality touch.

48 | OUTDOOR LIFE (I 5

S AN

Double Triggers say “classic
English” styling. An auto-
matic safety is an appreciated
feature on any field gun.

The checkered hump on the
safety adds a nice flourish.

But even at “value” pricing, the priv-
ilege of a custom-built shotgun still
requires a check with a covey full of
zeros attached. A more reasonable
route by far is to purchase a standard,
non-custom shotgun. (I hesitate to use
the term “mass production,” given the
modest number of guns we’re talking
about here.) These shotguns, too, rep-
resent excellent value, and it is curi-
ous that more folks don’t take advan-
tage of them.

This is partly due to the low profile
some of these companies have kept.
They simply haven’t had the budget
(or often the know-how) to successful-
ly market their wares to the American
sportsman.

One way to overcome this obstacle
is to build guns on behalf of companies
that might be better known to prospec-
tive customers. Such is the case with the
new L.L. Bean Double L side-by-side.

TIMELESS ACTION

“New,” in this instance, is a relative
term. The platform for this gun is the
AYA No. 4 boxlock, which has been a
cornerstone of the company’s product
line for going on 50 years. The prov-
enance of this gun goes back even
further, however. The No. 4 itself is
based on the classic Anson and Deeley
boxlock that was patented in 1875
by William Anson and John Deeley,
who were working for the British gun-
maker Westley Richards at the time. So

Eddie Berman







